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Biographical Sketch of Yonatan Lock

Yonatan Asher was born in New York on the 18th of Av (21 Aug 78), Dennis and Gail’s
second child. His first four years were in the US, and then the family moved to Israel.
After two months in the absorption center in Ashkelon, the family moved to Rehovot,
where Yonatan began to speak Hebrew and become an Israeli boy.

The family moved to Nir Galim, a moshav near Ashdod, when Yonatan was six years
old. On the moshav, he grew into a quiet, polite, smart and very likeable rascal of a boy.

It was Yonatan’s nature to set goals for himself and he enjoyed trying to achieve them.
For example, when he was 7 years old, even though the moshav basketball court didn’t
have low baskets, he would practice throwing the ball as high as he could to make a
basket. He was determined, and in not such a long time, he was able to score. He got
to the point that he didn’t enjoy playing basketball with the boys his age, who still had
trouble hitting the basket. He would play with the older boys, and would often beat them.

He also played soccer and ping-pong, learned karate, and played the recorder. When
he was older, he played chess. In all of these competitions, it was important to him that
his opponent would not be too easy to beat.

The family was very important to Yonatan. He complained on occasion that he didn’t
have a brother, only four sisters. But he was very close to them. He was very friendly
with Tirza, his older sister of two years and with Bracha, two years younger than he. He
tried to teach Tirza to play basketball so that he would have someone with whom to play.
He would give her five points for every basket, while giving himself only one point per
basket. He also helped her a lot when she was a new driver. He gave her helpful tips,
and bolstered her confidence as a driver. And for his younger sisters, Zila and Ruth, he
played the role of the “big brother” excellently. He played games with them, took them
to the zoo or to children’s movies, even if they weren't so interesting for him. He drove
them to Ashdod when they needed a haircut or new shoes. He also took them along for
the ride when he had things to do there.

School was important to Yonatan, but it wasn't his whole life. In Jr. High School, he was
a top student in Talmud and Mishnah. But when he went to high school in Shalavim, he
became concerned that he was in a “too protected religious atmosphere”. He wavered
between going to a Hesder Yeshiva or being drafted into the army for three years, in a
combat unit. He decided to go to the Hesder Yeshiva in Kiryat Shmonabh, still not totally
convinced that his decision was right. After 14 months, he dropped out of the yeshiva,
four months before his group was scheduled to be drafted. He entered an elite unit,
Haruy, in the belief that this would let him serve his country in the best way, religious
and nonreligious soldiers together.

May his memory be for a blessing. ®
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Artical Written for the book that Haruv published after
the platoon finished its training schedule

From of the Parents of Yonatan Lock -2002

In each person, there is a quality greater and more holy than in the totality of the person
himself. That personal quality illuminates and gives life to the person’s totality.
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook

Yonatan z’| was raised in a national religious environment. The land of Israel and the
Torah of Israel were very important to him, but no less important to him were the people
of Israel. Although he learned in a religious school system through 8th grade, in a high
school yeshiva, and then entered the army in the hesder yeshiva in Kiryat Shmona, he
wavered, as did many of his yeshiva friends, between going to a Hesder Yeshiva or
being drafted into the army for three years. Four months before his group was to enter
the army, Yonatan decided to leave the yeshiva and join an infantry unit. He filed an
appeal to raise his “profile”, and when it was raised to 97, he was accepted into Haruv.

Yonatan enjoyed going through basic training. The terrible accident in advanced training,
when his commander, Kobi Mu’ati, and the second in command, Eli Primovich, both
lost their lives, affected him tremendously.

He became a combat soldier. Although he was one of very few religious soldiers in the
platoon, he never expressed regret about his decision to leave the yeshiva. He saw his
service to the country and to the Nation of Israel as a very high value.

May his memory be for a blessing. ®
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Brit celebration in our apartment
in Plainfield NJ -Aug 1978
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Running on the Califonia beach
with hands full of sand -Nov 1979
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3.5 years old in Nursery School




With his Grandfathers mavnnoy
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With Grandpa in Del Mar, CA -Nov 1979
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With His Grandmothers minaon oy
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With Grandma in St. Louis -2 Nov 1980
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With Bracha and Bubba in Harrisburg -Jun 1981
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Tirza, Bracha and Yonatan as
monsters in Rehovot -Dec 1983
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Tirza and Yonatan and his raccoon friend

(a gift from Aunt Bobby), who accompanied Yonatan
in many activities, including Monopoly -Nov 1984
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Yonatan Ceebrates his Birthday
in Nir Galim -Jun 1985
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First bus ride to school for the new crop of Nir Galim
1st Graders -Sep 1985
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Eulogy by Rabbi Zvi Arnon, Nir Galim

Yonatan,

We wanted to accompany you on your last journey.

In the intensity of the Days of Atonement, which for us have turned into a cause for tremendous
atonement from the time we heard that you were missing, and even more so when we were
told of your death.

There are two explanations of the verse in Ecclesiastes “It is better to go to the house
of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting”. Rashi suggests it is better to go to the
house of mourning, as the visit involves compassion for the Iivin? as well as the dead,
whereas in the house of feasting, there is only a demonstration of feelings for the living. The
Rambam also writes in his Laws of mourning, that visiting the sick shows compassion for
the living, whereas consoling the mourner shows compassion for both the living and the
dead.The Ibn Ezra understands the verse differently. It is better to go to the house of
mourning, as it will bring him to contemplate life and death. This process will lead him to
value life all the more.

Today, those of us here need to relate to the two explanations of the verse. We have
come with compassion to accompany you to your final resting place, and it is difficult for us
to believe this. We still see your face, your smile, and we can’t believe that we won't see you
again. In the Talmud, Rav Ashi says “a conceited man is blemished”. But you, Yonatan, were
exactly the opposite- quiet, modest and unassuming.

For years, we lived together on the moshav, and | don’t have to ask to know that nobody
has a bad word to say about you. You were always eager to help, you were extremely patient
and modest, the exact opposite of a conceited person. We knew you as the son of a loving
family- they loved you and you returned their love. You loved your sisters, and you made
time to spend with them. And now we know, too late, all the difficulties that tormented you
in the last months.

But that was part of your personality. With your understanding and your deeper integrity,
you didn’t share Your problems with your parents in order not to worry them or to hurt them,
so that they wouldn’t suffer as you did.

You ended your bar mitzvah talk with the words “lI pray that | will be able to live up to the
verse ‘| have set the L-rd always before me”, to serve him and to do his will. That prayer
accompanied you daily, persistently, patiently and with integrity. You performed mitzvoth,
prayed, honored your parents diligently.

We remembered in your house today the many mishnayot that you learned while growing
up, the sections of Talmud and Rambam that you made time to learn together with your
father. Our grief is unbearable, and it continues to grow.

But Yonatan, we also need the second explanation. "It is better to visit the mourner, as
it will bring him to contemplate life and death. “We stand here, before your grave, and ask
you to forgive us, to forgive us that we didn’t know to help you.

But Yonatan, it's not finished. You will continue to be with us. Your family and all of us will
continue to talk with you, perhaps only in a different language. We will continue to see you
among us, and we will learn from the values in which you believed.

And in these days of supplication, as the One Above sits in judgment and decides who
will live and who will die, we pray that He will write all of Israel in the book of life: a life of
peace, a life of blessing for the whole nation. And that we won't suffer any casualties of any
kind, not in the Israel Defense Forces, nor anywhere else.

May your soul be bound in the bond of the livin?, and He will swallow up death for ever;
and the Lord G-D will wipe away tears from off all faces @
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Eulogy given at the funeral by Rabbi Reuven
Schechter in the name of Rabbi Tzefania Drori,
Head of Kiryat Shmona Hesder Yeshiva

Yonatan learned with us in the hesder yeshiva in Kiryat Shmona. From the beginning, when
he arrived, his gentle and modest nature stood out. He showed this in his relationship with
his parents; he was always careful to respect them, and took great pains not to hurt them,

but rather to do what he understood that they wanted.

This quality of Yonatan’s brought him to our yeshiva.

The students respected him greatly. In his room, they said, he would open up, and express
his opinion about many things, in his fine and deep understanding.

After more than a year, he left the yeshiva. He wanted to serve in the army. He fought to raise his profile,
so that he could enter a combat unit. He believed that he could best serve his nation in the army, and that
he would be able to deal with the difficulties. We couldn’t know the extent of the problems with which he
had to deal. At such a trying time, how his friends could have helped him, and perhaps we at the yeshiva
could also have given him support.

But it seems that Yonatan feft this was a struggle that he had to manage alone, as was his way. He kept
his feelings to himself, inside. Specifically in the ancient Israeli army, laws are written in the book of
Deuteronomy that emanates from the verse “For the Lord your G-d walks in the midst of your camp....
(therefore) shall your camp be holy.

If we had only thought more, we would have seen that especially in that situation, we were obliged to be
more sensitive. In contrast to the attitude of the gentiles, that the draftees must live the army life in hard
camp condttions, we are taught...and which man loves a wife and hasn't yet taken her, let him return to
his house. .. because army camp life is difficult for someone who needs love and sensitivity. We must give
each person the freedom and privacy, even in the army, and maybe especially in the army,.

We find ourselves in the situation of the corpse who is found and the identity of the murderer in not known,
We are obliged to learn now, from the elders of the closest city, and proclaim: “our hands have not shed
this blood, nor have our eyes seen it. Forgive your people Israel” We so very much need forgiveness now,
for what we didn't see that we didn't escort him when he left. That we left him alone, without supporting
friends.

And the living must deliberate during these Ten Days of Penitence, how to give our sons, our students,
the strength to deal with their problems, and to feel how close we are to them. So that they will have solid
backing in this difficult and violent world. So that they can feel the strength that streams from all of us to
alofthem. ®
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Eulogy by Meir Kaiser, Nir Galim

Dr. Lock, Gail, family members, honorable rabbis, commanders, soldiers, friends:
| was asked to say a few words on this extremely difficult occasion.

We grieve for you, Yonatan, our brother and son. You grew up among our children. You were
not like everyone else, for there aren’t two children alike in face or personality. You could
always be found within the group, at play, in conversation, in studies, and prayer.

You followed in your parents’ footsteps. You took great care with tradition. You joined “hesder”.
At the end of a year, you decided that you needed to contribute more, you needed to serve
for 3 years and contribute the maximum to the military and the state. In this too, you were
similar to your parents, who gave up the plenty of America in order to fulfill Zionism.

You had a profile of 72, and on your own initiative, you requested to raise it so you could
join the paratroopers. Fate chose otherwise.

A hundred years ago, Dreyfus was pardoned in Paris. This was after extensive activity and
effort on the part of Jews in the Diaspora who came to help a lonely soul.

We, those who surround you, did not know the magnitude of the storm that brewed in your
soul. To our great regret, you heroically internalized everything that had been done to you.
Unlike in the Diaspora, here there was not a single Jewish soul to come to your aid, to save
you. Who can imagine such situations, when for us, after the Almighty, the army is the most
sacred body?

| am not worthy to ask that you intercede on behalf of all of us, but at least on behalf of your
dear parents and your family.

Go in peace on your final path, Yonatan, you were most dear to us in your short life. ®
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Eulogy by the Brigade Commander
Sammy Turgeman

Yonatan,

Although I didn’t know you personally, from the stories that your fellow soldiers from your
unit have told me, | feel as if | have known you for a long time. A good man, quiet, introverted,
and obedient. You volunteered to join a combat unit, and entered Haruv in November 1998.
As a combat soldier in Company 2, you enjoyed going on maneuvers, navigations, and attack
drills. Being in excellent physical shape you led the unit in training sessions.

The commanders watched you develop into a fine combatant during your training, saw you
mature as a person, and were proud of you. You went through a torturous, arduous, training,
and did well in it.

Eight days ago, you were missing from the company. We did everything we could to find you
and bring you back healthy and well, but we didn’t do enough.Friday, on the eve of Rosh
Hashana, we were horrified to find that you were dead. Since that time, | have tried to imagine
the chain of events that led to your death.

| hereby promise to you, Gail and Dennis, Tirza, Bracha, Zila and Ruth, the members of Nir
Galim and the soldiers of Haruy, that we, the commanding staff of Haruv and commanders
of Kfir, will do all within our power to investigate this terrible incident from all angles.

And to the Lock family, | say that the Haruv family bows our head on the death of your dearest
one, our dearest one.

May his memory be for a blessing, ©



Letter of Condolence from Shaul Mofaz,
Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces
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“Yonatan Asher, may his memory be for a blessing, served in Haruv Battalion, Kfir
Division of Central Command, and was described by his commanders as a serious
soldier who demonstrated high motivation and composure while carrying out
missions. At all times, he was ready to assist those around him”
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Yonatan an Bacha learn how to
hold their new sister, Zila -Aug 1985
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Playing basketball with Uncle Dan from USA -Jun 1986
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Bracha, Zila and Noam lift Yonatan
on 8th birthday- 21 Aug 1986
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Yonatan with 4 sisters,
still mugging before the camera
-Aug 21 1988



N9 NI -NXTN

NIIM2'TA 21N, [N 2V NAWIN IRWD
1YW Noniwnn NITY'NN 0N 2 0HIVY
;TN PTN 21N AR 1912 N2 N2Ipnn NIt
,M'W -011w 0'1%0nY% 17191 11D71TW 199

.N2X
JANI 272 M, NT191 MY i'wHw nvn

,0TPIN NP NNIXRI AW 111N P22 N2W2
npn'w IR T21p1IW 1TUNI 901 190X
02INW "AMW” YU R'XNN [NI'W PnWN2
0'nYnY .A"nwn AN Y T2 N .DTTIVY
0'229an0 1101 1907 19 NID'MW 1IX2N D2

.N21N IND D'TT¥N NWN DN2

090Y% NI TN XIN WNN |2 NN MWD
%1 .n'22 NINYTh YW DoIpwnn Y
SuN DIXNS NIX1Y IVN9IN D'NIIRND
'0'0IP 1P D'0%0N D'TY' ON'WXI
NPN'WW D'PNWN [IPN 02 NIDIT X
,122 1N Npw onpn Yu D'ooianw

.TH0 NIM2INA IN,AWIN2

W 0rTY'N NN XN IXRWD NI 0'NUD
,O'PNI¥I 0101 0'%¥Y, TN D'PNWN
,0'PNWN2A NI21I NINNWI DR NIRIPNN IR WY TR NIXIN 0'PIN0I
® .M ny,0nw 199 NPpN'WW NIX'DPAI DMpna 0N'W)



26

Tirza: Childhood Memories

When | think of Yonatan, most of my memories that come to mind are from our childhood.
That was the era in which we spent most of the time together, before we went our
separate ways.

The three of us, Yonatan, Bracha and |, would get up early Shabbat morning, eat snacks
and play a game Yonatan made up. It was a game in which Yonatan was the sheriff and
we were the robbers. We would also spread quilts on the living room floor, and roll in
them.

When Yonatan was five, he taught us to climb the doorposts and all our guests were
surprised to see us hanging over their heads like monkeys. | remember games we
played that were based upon things that happened to Yonatan in gan, or about things
he saw on TV.

Many times when | see my children play and run around, I'm proud and happy. Their
games remind me of the games Yonatan and | played years ago. ®
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Purim in Rehovot
with Zila and Bracha -1984
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Yonatan, Tirza and Bracha at
Tirza’s Bat Mitzva -Nov 1988
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David Geller

I was p’u'vi/egec[ to meet Yonatan when I came to Shalavim in 10th g’zac/e. In the
beg[nning, YV sat next to him Just in gng/islt c/ass; /ate’z, n Ilt/l g’zac{e, Y sat next to him
in all of the classes. I have a specylic vecollection that Yonatan did not tolerate injustuce,
which we fmc[ occasiona/[y in teachers’ ée/zavio’z, and quite oﬁen in the army.

ﬂn tweé% g’zac[e we ’zoomeﬁ[ toget/le’z on oux t’zip to po[anc{. %’z some teason, ﬂ clon ’t
’zemem[oet muc/1 ﬁom t/zat t&ip. ﬂ c[o tememée’z t/zat yonatan was an exceptiona/ at/z[ete.
Jv/e ran 2000 meters ][aste’z t/Lan anyone.

In the middle of twe%/l gtac{e, we went to the llesc{e’z yes/u'va n J(i’zyat Shmonah fo’z
.S)llavua yes/ziva. _/L/e very muc/l Wantec[ me to /ea’m Wit/L /lim t/w’ce n t/w next yeax, Aut
J ’zea//y wanted to leawn in Yeshivat Shave Hevion. Even t/wug/t we didn't end up
[ea’ming n tlle same yeslu'va, Ivemember that VYonatan visited me in /}/]etanya on pesac/t,
ana’ t/Lat /1e éwugltt a big package of c/aoco/ate, even t/toug/L /w on/y came [ot t/te c[ay.

9 fée/ bad that 9 did not stay n touch with Yonatan aﬁe’z he enteved the army. J
remember that we talked once aﬂe’z Prsach 1999, and he told me that he didn’t like Aeing
in Hawuw at all. I didn’t understand Just how hard it was fo’z him, and 9 didn't know
what i could do, except to empat/u'ze with him. On[y aftet I entered the army tn the
winter of 2000, and went t/wougA some of the same “/za’w[sllips " that he c[esc’ziéen!, J
undexstood much better what he had expe’ziencec{. But I understood much too late. One

t/zing is clear to me- anyone who hadn't lived tlwoug/z the army with all the abuse that
t/ley “c!is/l out” to so[cliets, cou/dn t /lave urw{etstooc{, anc/ cou[c{n t /Lave /w[pec{.

In any case, B a/ways remember this gent[e f;z[enc[, ﬁom whom Y learned the meaning
of the value of [g[e, and the meaning of ﬁienc[s/tip. ®
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Shemy Perazot

I met Yonatan when we started ninth g’zac[e toget/wt in Shalavim. Yonatan 2"l was

one 0/[ the quieter l)oys in the class. In eleventh and twe[ﬁ/z g’zac[es, Yonatan was in the
woom next to mine. Whenever dwalked into the woom, Yonatan would look over his bed,
a LunA éea’, to see WllO /Lac{ come n. /4nc{ w/wnevet JO came Aefote a test, to ask aéout
the suéject 0][ the test, Yonatan would look at me that way ﬁom his bed. When 9 would

ask how he was c[oing, whethet he had studied /4)’1 the test, he a/ways answered “evetgtlting
will [)e oAay. i ®

Avi Mishnayot

I was p’zivi[egea{ to be able to sit next to VYonatan in c[asses, and we even leavned Talmud
togetket. Ohe t/zing I vememben is that be/[o’ze praying, he would a[ways put on a jacket.
When we asked him W/Ly, he would say “That is the custom in my fat/w*z s house.” ®
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Shilo Shlomo

9 vemember that when we heard that Yonatan was going into the army and not with
the othexs ﬁom the yes/ziva, we invited him to come to the yes/ziva ﬁ)’z a Shabbat. Yonatan
had not yet been assignec{ a unit, and he came /[o’c a Shabbat. 9 vemember us ( /4/1azon
Cohen and ,0) wa[king with him to the bus station on Satuu{ay night. We pa’ttal with
ﬁiem{[y t/wug/tts about keeping in touch. And we did talk on the pAone several times,
and he came to the class veunion Shabbat at tlte yes/u'va.

I vemember Yonatan te[[ing me that it was most a’gfricu[t f;)’t him that theve wete ext’zemely
few ze[igious so[c[ie’zs, not in his company, and not in his p[atoon.

The evening [Jefo’te Y was enlisted, Yonatan called to wish me well. In our conversation,
he to[c{ me aéout /z[s commander who was killed in a traning accic{ent, about the

’ze[ationsltip he had had with Aim, and how much he missed him. He gave me some tips
ﬁ)’t the l)eginm'ng of my army sexvice. jZLat was out last conversation.

I entered the army, and we didn’t have an opportunity to talk. On the clay before Rosh
Jv’as/zana, we lleazcl t/Lat /le was missing, and at the ena/ of ’?osh _)L/asltana, we llea’w[
that he had died.

The shiva passec[, and then the slt[os/zim, and we no [onget think in tevms of comfo’cting

tite moutners. What remains s on[_l/ to memovialize /u'm, to lea’m ﬁom t/Le good t/zings
a[)out /u'm, and to continue onwa’ul.

And with the /Le[p of the One _Above, I tuy and will continue to ty to learn cllapte’zs
of the mishna in his memory. ©®
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Playing with the Snoopy “TV game”
- his prize for reading a 40-book English
reading set -Aug 1986
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Yonatan and Bracha wearing wigs
for Purim. -Mar 1991

For several years, Yonatan enjoyed
learning karate and also enjoyed having a
ready-made costume for Purim. -May 1988
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Bracha and Yonatan on a camel -Oct 1991
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Words said at first year memorial by Daniel Jacob
Kiryat Shmona Hesder Yeshiva

The verse “And Aaron held his peace” (Lev 10:3) should not be taken lightly. Silence is
the loudest expression of feelings. You, Yonatan, were known for your “silence” and calm
manner. A gentle person, unobtrusive, not impulsive, not given to outbursts. Generally
stayed in the background. There is a tremendous value and a special nobility to quiet.

In the few trips that we took together, you had a secret language of your own, and favorite
scenic sites that were very special to you. In a picture of our trip to Nahal Orvim with some
of the guys in our class, you are standing on the side, smiling.

You could express yourself in a way that transcended words.

When we would talk in the yeshiva in Kiryat Shmonah as all the first year students do,
trying to “find ourselves”, worrying about the trouble that we had concentrating and learning
the material, and how to improve our learning skills, | recognized the modesty that was
so typical of you. You spoke little but accomplished much. You listened to me seriously,
carefully, absorbing and considering everything that | said.

| remember that it was a lot of fun to play basketball with you. You always insisted on
getting what you deserved, but you always deferred to the other player so that he would
take your place, or that he would play for more time during the game.

| am proud that | had the privilege to know you and to learn from a person like you. | am
proud that | am continuing in some ways on the road that you charted. | am proud that |
am following in your footsteps, because life doesn’t stop with death.

You learned, did things, wrestled with the deepest problems in our lives, and still remained
sensitive and open to all of those around you, from the yeshivot in Shalavim and Kiryat
Shmona, from the moshav and your family.

Meir Shalev writes in his poem, “It is better to say words during the life of the listener.
Express your thanks to the deceased before he dies...”

It is such a shame that you couldn’t hear this eulogy while you were still alive.
We know that it is our duty to live and to produce and to educate for you, for you were an
entire world.

| am distressed for you, my brother Yonatan; you have been very pleasant to me.
We will continue to donate, and to give, and to build a good and nice world ®



o"a5pw VIRNY "ON

oh AlQtle Wl 1nale pll> A2 o kM [ale ,6pQ 2Ind [55 0 H1 it
5879 12 29 190w >fha lle HED leln ppd e pulen kel yle ol-16) pla
D o A3 A3p e 33u1 30l 338 DAl pnel ,"ﬂo)'prwtnlc
lnon Al31p) 9N3 3H) leal ,013pa s anl358 alipu yle A>PNH
frs i [0
VS LURDN] | p =l

"> (Iyn 25ed 1yl filons ale 1wEes ol e (6 v apron
1E9'2a IR prlpas [ (210 k150 2315 yie 333 il yle )Pz 03D
protle )l o0 2370 ahro) fh (Dfile leanol kkdo) HndLN Dl (Bl
55 ob le) R otles ale (il 201 Mmilc IR lealed 1205 i)
protle Dlle ie ph alie sSkew .ptfhr 1758 nldan N> [efe ,oha sl
SN (Y

[N 99 135 5300 ARL[ 2NSnNaN 50 [ 5315 Iyboy Ll Aliman
pYlclpa mled gl yle hpahos Al £33 nle AMIHD ropsl
pal Ipdio pQ ,eHIRDL 1E 25l palic hnpl o3l (2 5)6p »31p ))dolel
220 pal 1)7¢) pldro

D63 Ijho) 3138l Tinl ol 52119w ylc! pyh Iihoy o 90 amllca
3w lehi 3130kl Ipes Jpar3 s Wle (51 3llen 529lean 1235 .prolplGlic]
2p3l 1)oy2) Ad5a lefn 33100 TIn Horle R 200 3Mley 3095 fias rle
O QM ,poaad 3D 50 lihoyl hledr 95 lel+ 550 1)6lnal pml
51380 A00 who) el 91@d An 250 it Iphoyl e sk .p1l9s Ale
Ihalen olalGlen ale nplltn 15 gl atles .00 pI'D 79 55) 113735
2o o P&» 203 [0 1dlon P& o 1een

p161p p1a3 kel 520 (@ »loppn f yslea Pilan 55 i 0% JNn
1@ 20E parhl r30MMn D5 AR 5012 HIE ke)s ol 130 pmylopd lle
2l5y95 19 prGoyme [0 AL Ak 2380 (n3h 25 [55 [ake protn

0'3pdNn [ o phe 2515 yle e IR L1 nle ,21onM ARG
p110)oM Al o'p»r:saa 1 lent)3 lenn el AMGR [ 1 ppd3e lendn
195 A6 [ pHH3M 723 5190 aum Al 1 pH3 p13pdNs 3nle) AlwiE]

®

39



40

Eli Quart, Shalavim Yeshiva

Yonatan was simp[y a quiet boy, but very involved among peop[e. Cfve’zyone liked him,

a good—/wa’ztetl, honest petson. I cant imagtne that he hurt ot insulted anyone evez. He
was u[[ of energy to jump, to p[ay, ot to ﬁ)ol a’tounc[. On t/w othez ltam{, /le was a bit
cynica[, especia/[y with respect to the authovities. /Lope that 9 can remember, in a ﬁzw
ﬂaslllaacks, a féw vignettes about Yonatan's [g%

’my memoties of Yonatan:

In tenth g’tade, in a class tup to the Ca’tme[, aﬁe& we had finis/ted the /u’ke, and wexe
ina pa’zking area between the trees, Yonatan and I talked with each other. 9 vemember
that he told me about tia’ing on the train when he visited velatives in C;u'cago ( mayée his
g’zanc{patents 4 ) . We were eating pears, and Yonatan told me that his fat/wz said that
it is all ’zig/lt to eat the entire pea, there is no pzol)[em with that. Vot like app/e seeds,
which are poisonous. Ever since then, Y eat the entire pear, inc[u(jing the seed.

In the Aeginning of eleventh g’zac[e, a few of us went to _Kibbutz _Hulda ﬁ)’t Shabbat,
so that there would be a minyan, and to lead Shabbat activities. On Shabbat aﬁe’moon,
VYonatan and 9 walked in one of the caravan sites, and we got a group of children toget/ze’z.
W took them to a pa’z/c. _7716’16, we sang songs with t/lem, and we told them stovies.

ﬂat summer, Yonatan and I went ﬁom the yes/u'va to the beach in ﬂslu{oc{. We
hitchhiked part of the way, and took buses. The tup took a [ong time; we talked with each
other t/ze whole time. When we got to /45%6[, we c[[c[n t fmc! the sepazate lveac/z. We
llacl to sett[e ona loeac/z wit/L no peop[e, [Jut it was fu/[ of tax. /45 soon as we got into t/te
water, we decided that it wasn't wouth it. On the way back, we stoppec[ at his house on
the moshav. 9 met his pazents, we had somet/dng to eat and J’u'nk, and we [eﬁ Yonatan
veturned to the yes/u'va ][o’t Shabbat; 9 went to gec[eza to spenc{ Shabbat with the Bnei
/4kiva group. I was woried about yonatan, because he took the last bus, and I was
concerned that he wouldn't get there in time. In the end, he got there with no p’to[)[em.

:Z)u’u'ng twe[ﬁ/z g’zac[e, VYonatan used to comp[ain to me about the administiation of
the yesltiva. Mot/u'ng t’cemenc[ous[y cuttical o p’zinciplec{, he Just showed a negatwe attitude

towards the yes/ziva. Occas[ona[[_l/, J fe[t that he exaggewtec{, but it was nowmal ﬁ)’z twe[ﬁ/l
gtatleu to fee[ like that.

A the c/ass reunion gltaébat, the fi’tst year aﬁe’z oux gma’uation, 4 remember tltat
Yonatan comp[ainea/ about his commandets in the army. He said that t/tey yel[ at him
about si[[y t/u'ngs. Fov examp[e, when he fo’zgot to tuck his slacks into the elastic bands,
one of the officers gel[ec[ at him much move than necessary. ©
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Yonatan, Tirza, Denny, Gail, Ruth,
Bracha, and Zila in Nir Galim -May 1992

nIARD DY W% Snia rrna brva

With Bracha and Tirza
at the Nir Galim Wadi
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Looking at an exhibit while
on a school trip to Poland -Sep 1996
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On a jeep ride near Ein Gedi,
the guide pours water
on Yonatan to show what happens when rain
falls on the Moav Mountains. -10 Dec 1996
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Yiram Atia (Netanyahu),
Shalavim Yeshiva High School

When 9 tey to conjure up tin my memoty a situation in which 9 saw Yonatan ext’zeme[y
angy, the scene doesn't come. I comb my memory over and over, and I can't even ﬁnc{
s[ig/tt angez. 9 can see him with a bashful 5mi[e, 9 can see him gigg[ing s[igltt/_t/, Y can see
him [)eing setious, I can see him s[eeping, and I can even see him crying. But angty, the
vision just doesn’t come. Yes, the Yonatan who a[ways said “eve’tytlling is ﬁne " And Lf
eve’zytlling wasn t ﬁne, still “eve’cyt/ting was fme ", 6(5][0% tests, when we asked Lf he was
’zeac[y, /Le wou[c[ sometimes é)[u’zt out in an unc[eztone t/zat /Le wasn ’t as ’zeac{y as /Le cou[c{
be, but stil[ “eve’zyt/ling was fine, it woula/ wotk out 50melt0w ",

_He had no enemies. Mo one hated him open[y ot sec’zetly. _He was evetyone s ﬁ[emf,
even the ones whom he trounced souncl[y in a ping pong game tn the doms. Memories of
Yonatan trying to teach me and another ﬁiencl to jugg[e. In no time, which was typica/
/[o’z Yonatan, he mastered jugg[ing thuee balls. ﬂeg didn’t do what 9 wanted them to do.
But with time, even as c[umsy a petson as J managec[ to vealize that you have to toss the
éal[s s[owly, not quicuy, anc{ wit/: confi(!ence, and not with the féa& that t/wy wou[a’ _}[a[/
[ouc[ly on the ﬂoo’z.

“How do you say that in Cfng[ts/ﬂ " Y would ask Yonatan. In his childhood, he spent
several years in America. He /te[pecl me understand words that 9 heard in songs, to be
precise, mostly songs ﬁom Walt :bisney movies. From these questions, I was su’tp’u'sea’
to ﬁnc{ that Yonatan also was a fan of Qbisney. In his house, he had several records of
theirs.

(f)vety S)llabéat, I think of Yonatan. Befo’ze J go to bed on j;ztclay nig/tt, as I reach
ﬁ)t my toothbuush to buush my teeth, 9 remember somet/zing that he told me once. 9 don't
remember in which guule, but it was in Shalavim, one Shabbat, Yonatan saw me ly’zuslling
my teeth with toot/tpaste. _He was su&p’zisec{ that 9 didn’t know that that is ]l;)’tbic{den because
o][ the ptolti[aition of “sp’zeac[ing " (In retrospect, I vealized that my j[atlle’z uses a /iquic{
mouthwash on Shabbat instead of toot/Lpaste ) . I didn’t accept what he said until 9 checked
ﬁ)’z myseé{ and saw that he was ’ligllt. Of course I thanked him. Since then, when 9 look
fot the [tqutcl mouthwash evey ﬂ;u'(lay nig/tt, I vemember that incic[ent, and I /tope that

it counts fo’z a meut ﬁ)t him in heaven. @
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A letter Yonatan wrote to his father's aunt

- Marneh 1991
Dear Aunt goél)y,

When we were in the sealed 1o0m, 9 did not like to wear the gas mask. It hunt my
c/u'n, my nose, and my ﬁ)&eheac{. A the éegirming, Ruth hated the gas mask, S0 we
p’zacticec{ Witll /Le’z n éetween a[a’zms, anc[ then s/te wasn t aﬁaic[. ﬂgy tlle encl, 5/1@ even

liked the gas mask — but I still didn'’t like it.

A ﬁ’zst, our sealed voom was in the kitchen, but it didn’t wotk out so well. It was very
uncomfo’ztaé/e eating without sun/ig/ct all the time. Imy mothet cooked very little because
the tape would get oﬂ the wall and g[ somet/zing would burn we wouldn't be able to air
out the woom. _And that's W/l_l/ we moved to my bedsoom.

In /goys ’ cfg[e, Yvead two Jﬁ[e’zent articles about the greatest footéa[[ p/aye’zs n /u'sto’zg.
I think that s si/[y because it can't be that both of the p/aye’zs are the best in footba[/.

Ivead an article about a éoy that vaised bats. %ey said most peop[e think about bats
as tevuble creatures but tea//_z/ t/wy are gooc[ fe[/ows. W/ /wy eat 4,200 mosquitoes a c[ay.
Tl /Ley c[on’t get tang[ea,/ n peop[e s hai.

s getting close to Pesach and we stasted to clean up the house. In /4ugust I will have
a Bar-Mitzva. I will vead Parashat Ekev and I /Lope you and Unele Leonard can

come to ﬂs’zael t/ten.

c,fove,

yonatan

Aunt Bobby and Yonatan had a strong connection over the years, For several years she had
a subscription to "Boy's Life" magazine. Every month after reading through the new issue,
she would send it to him, along with a personal letter pointing out interesting articles.
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Yonatans Bar Mitzvah speech
Nir Galim -Aug 1991

Shabbat Shalom to the family and to all of our guests.

In this week’s portion, we read: All the commandment which | command you today shall you
observe to do. Rashi explains: “If you begin to do a mitzvah, complete it, for it is credited only
to the one who completes it, as it is written, and the bones of Joseph, which the Children
of Israel brought up out of Egypt, they buried in Shechem”. The Children of Israel’ and not
Moses, buried them. And therefore, even though Moses brought up the bones of Joseph out
of Egypt, the mitzvah wasn'’t credited to him, and the Children of Israel received the reward.

This Shabbat, we learn the fifth chapter of Avoth. In Mishnah 23, Yehuda ben Tema says, “Be
strong as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift as a stag and mighty as a lion, to do the will of
your Father who is in heaven. In other words, when performing a mitzvah, it is incumbent
upon you to understand that this isn't merely a good deed, rather the commandment of the
One Above. And so it must be done with all of your strength and your skill. In the case of the
bones of Joseph, Moses showed us how to do the mitzvah. He took the bones by himself
from the Nile, and took charge of carrying them throughout the 40 years in the desert. When
he was prohibited from entering the Holy Land, he petitioned and begged for permission until
he was reprimanded by G-d. In the end, the only reason that Moses didn’t bury Joseph’s
bones was because he was forced not to bury them,

There is a disagreement in the first chapter of Masechet Sanhedrin. Rabbi Yehudah opines
that a blind man is not obligated to perform the commandments. The sages claim that a blind
man is obligated to perform them. At first, Rabbi Yosef, who was blind, accepted Rabbi
Yehuda’s position, and felt good that although he was not obligated, he still kept the
commandments. That is to say, Rabbi Yosef did more than “the entire commandment which
| command you today shall you observe to do”. So he saw himself as “mighty as a lion, to
do the will of your Father who is in heaven.” Later, he learned from Rabbi Hanina that “He
who is commanded and performs the precept is greater than he who is not commanded, but
nevertheless performs the precept.” Which is to say, the performance of the whole mitzvah
with all of one’s strength and enthusiasm is a great thing only when fulfilling that mitzva is
an indication of subjugation to the One Above. Once Rabbi Yosef realized this, he proclaimed,
“If someone will tell me that the law is not according to Rabbi Yehuda, I'll
make a party for the Sages”.

| pray that | will be able to fulfill the verse in Psalms “I have set the L-rd before me always’,
and to subjugate myself to the One Above. And to “be strong, and light, and swift, and mighty,
to do “the entire commandment” for my whole life. ®
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Dedication written in a book from his fellow students
when he left the hesder yeshiva:

b yoni, f;)’z, every end there is a new [)eginning. We wish you success tn your

new pat/t; W’ay gd grant you youx wishes foz goocl; g’oocl luck down the
voad! From your ﬁienc{s in Shiur Bet, Jé&yat Shmona”
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Holding a chick at the
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Danny Seter

yonatan was very smat, and /ze knew (L. Weve’ztﬁe[ess, /le was moclest, anc{ t/Lat s tiue greatness.
never heard him brag about his knowledge of _Jorah.

I never heard him brag about his knowledge of Torah

VYonatan was a nice person with man reat ic{eas, but he chose not to sa them in public.

p Y9 Y p
yonatan was a person t/zat only a few peop[e cou[c[ see t/zat /Le spoke soﬁ/y, arw{ fo[/owecl tlle
teac/ling: "Don't look in a petson 5 face when you speak with him”.

4 liked to hear him speak S0 /Lonest/y. ﬂf somet/u'ng didn't seem ’zig/zt to /u'm, he would say (.

Des ecially admived his care to wea zizit all the time. This influenced me qreatly. Even when
P Y greally ’

p[aying a game, /Le wore his zizit over his unale’zs/ti’zt and éeneat/z his s/u"zt, even t/wuglt it wasn t

most comfoztaé/e.

Me also had a special way of laughing. Vot ever one has a sott of “hal smile” as Yonatan

14 ‘ Y ¢ ghng Y
did. 9% was sort of sp’zecw{ on /La# of his c/teek, while his eyes vadiated s/ta’zp[y with a wink.

®
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Amichai Shimoni

I would like to tell you about a great ﬁienc{ of mine when we were childven. I liked to do
eve’zything with him, p[ay games, go on camp-outs and hikes, ot Just sit and talk about anyt/u'ng
at all He knew many interesting t/zings, and could make all souts of funny sounds. He llac[

a specia[ sense of humor that ﬁt with his modest, introverted natute.

J would like to tell you aérout someone who was unbeatable. In every way. Me had no
competition in spotts: wnning, éasketéa[/, soccer, ﬂ;u'séee ot any ot/Le’z game. He a[ways an
fastest, got to the ball ﬁ’zst, kickec{, faéea’ and passec[ the goa/ie. Tl he goa[ie had a/’zeao{y given
up, Lnowing agatnst whom he was p[aying, an enti’zely c/gf[e’zent /eague. Ahnd even when we
p/ayec[ with the older kids, he was considered one of the best p/aye’zs. _He managec[ even to
outtun t/wm, anc[ t/Ley cou/a/n,t catcll up. 5ut /Le was a[ways very ca’ce}[u/ aéout one t/u'ng— not
to touch a ball on Shabbat because it was muktse. There wete kids who would tease him and
thiow a ball at him, but he never bowed to that kind of pressue.

I also want to tell you about a ﬁienc{ who was wi[/ing to /1e[p his ﬁienc[s and pe’zsona[/y taug/zt
me how to do many t/zings. _He taug/zt me to p/ay jr’zisé?ee, how to throw and how to catch
it. Me thew it to me soﬁ/y in the éeginning, so Y could learn and gain expetience gmclua[/y.
ﬂt was very impo’ztant to ;u'm to lw/p me [ea’m anc{ unc{e’zstancl t/ze game. /4/16[ once, w/Len

Just the two 0/[ us p&acticec{ basketball toget/te’z, he showed me all kinds of basic tlu'ngs that I

still remember toc{ay.

e was skilled inte[/ectua[/y as well. Oﬁen, he would come to my house to p[ay on the compute?.
qu Wou/d pass t/Le most screens, get tlte most points, anc/ é’zeak eve’zyone’s ’zeco’zc[s. qu aZso
taug/zt me to p[ay monopoly. On Shabbat aﬁe’moons, we would p[ay fo’z houts in his [iving
woom, even t/toug/t it was a[most certain t/lat he would win, because he understood the game
[9ette’z, ana/ Aac{ mote expettence. S)ti/[, we weren t clllscou’zagec{, Aecause we [ikec! to p[ay with
him, and we knew that even when he would win in the end, it would be fai’z. Me was simp[y
unable to cheat. —>
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“Me who gie/c[s to his fe[low, heaven j[o’zgives his sins . Yonatan was like that. 9 never saw
him arque with ﬁiencls, ot get angry at anyone; it was impossié/e to A’zing him to an outhurst
of angex. He Lept eve’zytlling inside. And even when t/zey insulted him, he wouldn't ’Lesponcl.
On/y once, when it seemed to Yonatan that someone was /Lu’zting his sister- he didn't hesitate
to kick him to protect hex.

Yonatan a/ways looked out fo’z his ﬁienc[s, and fe/t a cettain tesponsiéi/ity fm them. Once
when some of us walked to the old melon packing house, my ﬁ)ot got stuck in one of the machines.
J cou[c[n t get it out, it /zu’zt, anc{ 9 was very sca’zec[. VYonatan came. ﬂ?’zst, lle t’ziec[ to ca/m
me down éy saying “The same way it got (n, it can come out ", Then he /Le[ped me get my
foot out.

/4nc{ w/zen we went on t/ze goe’zusa[em Wla’zclt, ﬂ llac{ a p’zo[)/em w[tlt s/to’ztness of b’zeatlz. /4ﬁ€’l

one episoa/e, lle stagec{ Wit/t me anc[ Wou[c[n t /eave me. /4/16{ W/zeneve’z any p’zo[o/em c{eve/opec{,
he would wun to get /ze[p orcall a SUperVIsor. U gave me a vewy good fée/ing, knowing that
someone was taking care 0}[ me.

And one other t/zing imp’zessec[ me a lot - when he told me that he won a pize in school foz
[ea’ming all of the mzls/mayot in Pivkei _Avot lay heart.

VJ his is what I wanted to tell you 0][ my memoties about someone who knew how to be a twe
ﬁienc[ and it was a/ways p[easant and nice to be in his company. @ |
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Dudi Seter -Dec 1999

A petson has within /limseé[ so many t/mug/ll;s, fée[ings, optnions, attributes and deeds. B
cant fatlwm how a petson like this can vanish ﬁom the world instant[y. Ahnd the world continues

as tf not/u'ng has llappenec[. cfy[e goes on éy fozce of habit. 9 ask myseb(, “Mave 9 stoppecl,
even fm a second, to contemp&zte the meaning of the loss of a pexson, especia/[y a close ﬁoenc{ 7

It is very hard for me to express m belings in wouds. But in an case, I will try to write

Y P Yy jeeling. Y Y
somet/ning about Yonatan. T} he t’zut/L s, n the past year, B Aa’ul[y had an occaston to see
VYonatan at all. When we did meet, gene’ca[[y on weekencis, B Just asked him “how are t/dngs? i
po[ite/y, without any twe intent. J imagine that he also fe[t that. I say this with great pain.
ﬂt is not on[y .9 /4 cu[tu’ze /Las c{eve[opec{, n W/iic/l someone asks, not éecause /Le wants to
know, and often doesn't even wait ]4)7 a response. Ahnd the second petson knows this. He says
the o[)[igato’zy ‘}Qne ", % turns out that except fo’t close ﬁtencls who show specia/ interest, we
have trouble s/ta’u'ng our ptoé[ems with ot/Le’zs, and t/tey swell within us.

When we ﬁmsll school and stant new tltings, the natue 0][ our social civcle c/Langes. The times
t/Lat we see eac/t ot/Le’z on t/Le mos/tav laecome an oppo’ztunity to clleck t/tat eve’zytlu'ng in genem[

(s olcay. And g[ that is the case, “g’zeat, thank gc[ i ( may[)e that is how it is supposec[ to be? ) .
And because of that lack of unc{e’zstanc[ing, at least 9 know w/zy Jwas so su’zp'zisec{ and so
s/tockec[ l)y yonatan,s c!eat/z.

I vemember that whenever VYonatan and I met, he would smi[e, he was ﬁienc{[y, gent[e and
qutet in his actions and in his speec/L. It was a/ways nice to talk to him and espec[a/[y to p[ay

basketéal[ with him ( Ne a[ways lu't tlle [)asket ﬁom t/Le fou[ [ine) . /dncl to lae /zonest, Jeant
think o][ a sing[e fau/t o][ his. Now, 9 am on/y sory that I didn't get to know him better.

J /tope that at least now, he is /lappie’z whete he is than he was in the last months. And 9
oﬁ[e’t my condolences to the Lock fami[y that t/wy will be able to go on with their lives as much
as possi[)[e, in the Ae[iq/[ t/tat eve’zytlting (s c[ete’zminecl [)y t/ne One /%ove, and every creature
has its putpose and mission which was set by Him.

may his memoty be f;)’z a A[essing. ®
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After planting a plum tree in our yard with Bracha and Yaakov,
our neighbor, Yonatan “plays baseball” with the hoe. -Feb 1996
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Erez Bar-Shalom

It is said the when the cannons thunder, the muses remain silent.
And only the pounding of the heartbeat can be discerned

They also say that war changes men

And because of it, many are hardened.

They teach us not to take prisoners

And the goal justifies the means.

One for all and all for one

And the wounded may never be left alone in the battlefield.

And in fact, once the sound of war is heard in the camp,
suddenly everything is different.

Moses raises his hands to the heavens, and disables our enemy
One people with one heart, we go from victory to victory
And don’t hesitate, if need be, to lie on barbed wire

And now the cannons are silent,

Behold, how good for brothers to live together

And the muses blare out loudly, and I have trouble fleeing
I try to save my skin from insensitivity, from machoism
And I heroically fight a war of attrition with my colleagues
who defend the holy land

But they trample me mercilessly

The verse reads “Therefore, shall your camp be holy”

But I have left and won’t return. ¢
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Chaim Roth, Memorial Day Ceremony, May, 2002

/memo’zy.
J ’zemem[)et a young boy, maybe 5 years olc{, p[aying alone in his ya’zc{, when a few gi’c[s
a’z’zivec[, anc[ introduced him to a new boy, with é[ack /wli’z, plercing eyes anc{ a new name

- yonatan. /4ncl suc!&[en/y, JQ wasn ’t a[one.

VYonatan stayed with me tltat c{ay unti/ the evenung, anc{ ’zetu’mec{ the next motning. He
/lac{ a [ot to /ea’m al)out mosltav games, anc[ lle [ea’mec{ quicUy to ma/ce éows and ariows,
anc[ to c[[mb trees.

But theve was one game that we didn’t have to teach Yonatan - soccer. From his ﬁ’zst
c[ay in the kina[e’zgatten, 4 ’zemem[oe’z /Lim guing a[[ of us /essons. We a[[ /Lacl to wo’zk

hard to compete with his [iglltning fast J[eet. And usua//y we couldn’t. (I llope my gooc{
ﬁiencl Ro i will fo’zgive me _][O’L imp/ying that he wasn't an excellent p[ayet. )

VYonatan quick/g became one of us, as g[ he had lived in Vv ga[im his whole [g[e We
did eve’zgtlting togetize’z: games, hikes to the wadi, kaxate, and he was a/ways the leader.
When he set his mind on a goal, he didn't vest until he ac/Lievec{ (it.

For examp[e, 9 vemember when all the childien in Vlix ga[im became intevested in ping-
pong. We p/ayec{ it all clay. Those o][ us who grew up (n Vix ga/im had some expentence
with the game. But it was enti’ze[y new to Yonatan. In the Aeginning, we natu’za/[y
a[ways beat him. It went without saying that Yonatan didn't like to lose any game. So
fo’z weeks, he simp/y p’zacticec{ all hours of the c{ay. _And the next time we p[ayec{, not
one of us cou/a/ Aeat him. /4/15{ to Ais c*zea/it, his tenacity j[o’zceol us to tmptove our game.

I still use tec/miques that he taug/tt me, a/tltougll not as well as he did.

We sta’ztec[ sclloo[ toget/le’z. /45 t/te yest of us, yonatan c[ic{n ’t [ike many suéjects. (gut
halacha and gemo’z’zall were clgg[e’zent. Yonatan would diseuss issues with the teachers that
the rest 0/[ us couldn’t fo[[ow, even t/wug/l the discussions wete in Jv’e[:’zew. We ][ouna/ out
that beside his activities with us, Yonatan also made time to learn mishnah and Talmud
with his father. —-



9071721 927172 PNWY 1MOwnn "TU 92X ,INKR 07122 TINYY 12V |narr,'n Nnn2
,UI2W 10102 1 YNNI NIXINNY N92NNN,012%VUWa TIN%2 2'Nnn [nar'wd TN
02910 121,279 ,TN2 INWN nWYIW 120 21 |PT 121V A XY, 02 AN
JINT,'WIN NI, 0109

NINTIN NIXTW MOYNNI1 0R%0W 21WRI 'MNSWN VIR 'Myo0iaw oy 1DIT 1IN
19 INN1 DWW DIPNY 'MI91 YINTRNND 'MIRY!' 72 .312'22 [N 1K U'NMonY Ntxn
X2 0N .p1% [N NO'X DMIN2 W MYRWI WATNN N12% 'N0121 .N2'W'N NRXYN]
,IN IR DN XY MWW NI 212 X 12,1110 19 AR AW an LN 1Nn
.0Ipn 232 0% NI N

WXI'N DWN MKRY' .NIDNN N2'WH 0Ipna nniaan n2'w'y Mmuanw ,1anon
PIN2 Npun 2u Mawrnal [Nr IR Y'Nony Mmxnnnw NanTmn 2y 9001nni
JIUNT A0 2V IRWD ,0XIAN

21NN N WAL MIR AR ,NIPR2 1172 120 KID LN TNIN XXD AT 2802
ANRIPY MNnWn 1IN X2 1270 22K ,MIX YIMonW NI AT N, N102W [10]
NN UTNYD INT VINW TV 111271 112w

M92'p1,"27pP MR R .NW XN AT 9N Mt 12D IR, RAXY 0Mann [narwd
NIWwY 11x1 %V 19 19'0 XINW |121 .22 2XIN |N'W QYT IR NUN9N2
[N .O0TIPN 1P 1112 900 XY 7120 ,0'0"MINNWOW MyT ,121'01IN 2N ,01N1X]
MUY .01N1XY VINY INNPN NIR W01 X2 X ,"21NN" NT'N12 2XINW 9 19'0
.1'01 20'N 17 PUTH Mo GRI NHYXIW

N1IDNN NN INOV' DNNIX2W MAWANIL12'121 NI 'RNXUN 11N [N NX 'M1on
212U% NXY X2 120W D2 AR, AT N 12U% NiYxn XY nar 2ax

92 YUONN MYV NX MKXN IRI,PTNNN,22N0N XIN,'N21N INIPR2 210 19 NN
V1% 9902 NNT XY 120W INRINNILDDI%NN 0IINIRD YV 1M19'0N WTNN DUD
,ARA NG9 MOY%NNN AN ane Ny onik 12 X1 0, NYI LMN2TW AN
.N1NRA2 PN AW DIPN2 29NWAY% NH¥nw YW 12N NN

,01PN 922 DNIX W "XV NX MKRXND,19W QTN 'W DR MIR TN [NI'wd
< .|NMI'X%21220 YV TI9RN DU NRIMTN YV PIW RN X 19'RD Wnn

69



70

In ftﬁ/’t g’zac{e, Yonatan switcllec{ to anot/fte’z SC/‘LOOZ. But we continuec{ to p[ay basketball

and soccer toget/w’z. When Yonatan went to the yeshiva n g/za/avim, we would on/y
see him on Weekencls. But we wou/cl sti/[ tuy to Jo tlu'ngs toget/wt, 1% ,i, VYonatan and
9 Usua[[y, we would go to movtes toget/let.

D vemember once, when dwent to a family aﬂai’z in kibbutz Shalavim, 9 decided to visit
Yonatan and suptise him. Someone fzom the kibbutz showed me whete the beit midiash
was. walked in, and asked two students where Yonatan Lock was. I was su’zp’zisec{
at tllei’l answer; neit/te’z o][ them Anew /u'm. i seemec/ very oc{c{ to me tftat t/wy wou/(fn,t
know him - he a/ways stood out wherever he was. It tutned out that 9 had gone to the
hesder yes/ziva, not the /u'g/l school yes/u'va. 9 [eﬁ very upset that 9 had missed an
opportunity to surprise Yonatan. I sat on the fence outside, c{ejectec{ and almost in teazs.
/3y c/lance, Yonatan passec{ where I was sitting, and noticed me. _Me came over to me
with a big gun on his face. So in the end, Yonatan su’zp’z[seo{ me. But I was no less
/Lappy ]47’1 /zaving seen him. W sat and talked until 9 had to vetusn home.

When Yonatan entered the army, Ihad a[’zeao{y been a soldier ][o’z /Laél a yeax. Y wasnt
a combat soldier, and was su’zpu'sec{ to hear that Yonatan was. _Me had talked about
wanting to be a paratioopet, [Jut [N My expetience, many guys become /ess sure of W/Lat
t/cey want when t/Ley get c[’zaﬁec{. Yonatan told me that he got into Maww ”, but he still
/Lopea/ to be able to switch to a paratiooper unit. I tried to give him tips how he mig/zt
get what he wanted.

Yonatan was the most [nc[epenc[ent one 0/[ us. I ’zea/ly t/wug/tt that the paratioope's
would c[eue[op this traut, but he didn't get n. And my tmpression was that he gave up
on the idea of Aeing a paratioopet. He was c[o[ng well in his unit. 9 was imp’zessec{ by
the stoties he told me about their training maneuvezs, and I vealized that he wasn't the
thin éoy whom 9 vemembered. _Me looked like a twe combat soldier. 9 became very
ptouc[ 0/[ my ﬁienc[ who had fit so well into an elite unit. Yonatan taugllt me his unit s
songs, and I }[ouncl myse[/ stnging them ﬁequently, c{agc{’zeaming that 9 was wnning
a/ongsic{e 0][ Yonatan in the maneuvers. =
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We ta[Lec[ ﬁequent/y on out ce// p/tones, about once a wee/c. We ta/kec{ aéout ALS

maneuvexs, amj my army /Lfe Ou’z [)ases were ’zat/w’z c[ose to eac/t otltet, anc{ oﬁen,
when 9 got to %puac/l Junction, 4 ][e/t gooc[ that 9 was so close to his base.

One clay, yonatan ca[[ecj anc[ to[c{ me t/zat they movec{ to Wa/oi Wousa. _9 ][e[t bac[,
because 9 had been theve until Just a ]few c{ags ée/ote. e told me that the heat was
unbearable thete, so he and his ﬁienc[s took a ][ew cots and imp*covisecl a wac[ing poo[.
J laugllec{ so much when I t/toug/lt 0/[ Yonatan sp/as/ting in his small desext poo[, as g[
he wete in the poo[ in Nix ga[im.

J ][e[t bad that 9 couldn't see Yonatan t/Le’ze, but 9 took his ic{ea, and tried to improvise

a poo/ on my éase. ﬂt a/idn ’t wozk out so We[[. ﬂ ;Lopecl t/Lat ﬂ wou/c[ see yonatan soon,
S0 /1@ could show me how to db it.

my wish never materialized. Yonatan fe[/ at the end of the summer. 9 have passec{ his
base often since then, but my t/mug/zts when Yonatan was still there - What is he c[oing
now? Is he on guatc{ c[uty? 95 he the soldiex whom I see in the distance pat’zo[[ing the
anea in his helmet and pack? - c/tange to c{eep sortow and g’z[ef over my ﬁienc{, yonatan,
who will a[ways emain (i my memoty as the smi[ing bo_y with black hai, kwkmg a soccer

ball.  ®
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Yisrael Yefet, Yonatan’s Elementary School Teacher

When Rabbi Yochanan ben Zackai’s son died, his students came to console him.

Rabbi Eliezer entered, sat before him and said, “If you please, I'll say something to you. He
said “Speak”. He said, “Adam had a son who died, and he was consoled. From where do we
learn this? From the verse, “And Adam knew his wife again...” You too can be consoled.” He
answered, “It's not enough that | am sad for myself, you have to remind me of Adam’s sorrow.”

Rabbi Joshua entered and said, “If you please, I'll say something to you. He said “Speak”.
He said, “Job had sons and daughters, who all died on one day, and he was consoled. From
where do we learn this? From the verse, ‘The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away,
blessed be the name of the Lord..." You too can be consoled.” He answered, “It's not enough
that | am sad for myself, you have to remind me of Job’s sorrow.”

Rabbi Yossi entered and sat before him. He said, “If you please, I'll say something to you.
He said “Speak’. He said, “Aaron had two adult sons who both died on one day, and he was
consoled. From where do we learn this? From the verse, ‘And Aaron held his peace. Silence
is consolation. You too can be consoled.” He answered, “It's not enough that | am sad for
myself, you have to remind me of Aaron’s sorrow.”

Rabbi Shimon entered and said to him, “If you please, I'll say something to you. He said
“Speak’. He said, “King David had a son who died, and he was consoled. From where do we
learn this? From the verse, ‘And David comforted Bat Sheva his wife and he went in unto her,
and lay with her; and she bore a son, and called his name Solomon. You too can be consoled.”
He answered, “It's not enough that | am sad for myself, you have to remind me of King David's
SOrrow.”

Rabbi Elazar ben Arach entered. When he saw Rabbi Yochanan ben Zackai, he said to his
servant, “Take a robe and follow me to the bath house, as he is a great man, and | cannot
stand before him. He entered and sat before him and said to him, “I'll tell you a parable. What
is this like? It is like a man to whom the king has entrusted a deposit. Every day he would
cry and scream and say ‘Woe is me. When will the king take back his deposit before something
happens to it?” And you, Rabbi, had a son who learned Torah, and Prophets, and Scriptures,
and Mishnah, and Agadot, and he passed from this world without sins. You must be comforted
in that you returned the deposit to the king with no flaws.” He said to him, “Elazar, my son,
you have comforted me the way men comfort one another.”

In this agada, there is a common theme in the four students in their attempt to comfort Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zackai. And we see that all four add to Rabbi Yochanan’s grief. In contradistinction,
Rabbi Elazar ben Arach succeeds in his attempt to comfort Rabbi Yochanan “Elazar, my son,
you have comforted me” —p
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In the second chapter of Job, the text talks about his three friends: “So they sat down with
him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spoke a word unto him; for they
saw that his grief was very great.

“Was great” is brought in the past tense, and not in the present. To say that on each of the
seven days, the pain intensifies. It is clear from this that the loss of a son is the most intense
grief. And time doesn'’t heal. Special time and special words are needed to comfort at least
a bit, as in Rabbi Elazar's story, which compares a son to a deposit in this world.

Rabbi Elazar emphasized that Rabbi Yochanan’s son learned Torah, and Prophets, and
Scriptures, and Mishnah, and Agadot, and therefore, Rabbi Yochanan must be comforted in
that “you returned the deposit to the king with no flaws”.

Dear Lock Family,

| was Yonatan’s teacher in elementary school, and through him, | got to know the family.
Although Yonatan didn’t speak a lot, | saw that he came from a family steeped in Judaism
and Torah learning.

Yonatan! | remember how you scrutinized with your eyes everything that | taught. Quietly,
staring contemplatively.

| know this from questions that | asked you after the lessons, to see if you understood the
material, since you weren’t one of the loud pupils who always tried to show off their knowledge.
In those conversations, | found that you had learned much, especially at home with your
father. Tanach, Mishna, and Talmud. You could tell me how you learned Mishna and Talmud
with your father.

| believe that in one conversation, you told me that you were about to finish the tractate of
Megilah. In terms of knowledge, you were among the leaders in the class, although you never
advertised that. | would even say that you tried to make me think you didn’t know so much,
out of modesty and humility

For the family, | know that there are no words of consolation. To try to console you a bit, | will

say that you had a deposit who learned Torah, and prophets, and scriptures, and Mishnah,
and agadot, and you returned the deposit to the One Above with no flaws.

May his memory be for a blessing. ®
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Roi Yehezkeli, Nir Galim Cemetary -Sep 2003

yonatan,

It has been fom yeazs since you passec[ away just bej[o’ze Rosh Mashanah. For ﬁ)ut painfu[ years,
we have missed you. The loss will vemain with us fo’z the rest of out lives.

yonatan, “g{)oe " as the g"zoup called you, you came to N ga[im when we were very young. Vou
had a strong American accent, and you made mistakes in _Hebrew. I vemember your insistence to
try to 5pea/< on[y in Mebrew. So 9 made a deal with you. 9 would make up words, and you would
te[/ me tj[ t/Ley meant anytlling n Cf]ng[llsll. In return, 9 wou/cl correct your ﬂeé’zew.

Back t/len, the soccer ﬁe/c! was out secona’ ltome. Tl Ae’ze, you were the staz, with outstanc{ing aéi/ity.
/4nc[ when we grew a /itt[e, we switc/wc{ to [Jasketéal[. /4[tlloug/1 you were s/to’zte’z than we were, you
were fast, and also stavied in that.

TFrom hete, we can see the views that we saw in our childhood. Sometimes imagtne that I see you
at c[gﬁ[e’tent events. I ask myse/f, J you were hete witlt us now, what WOU[C{ you do? But I get no
answer, on[y silence. 9 am veminded how much 9 miss you. A tear fo’zms n my eye, and 9 am
enve/opec{ c*zue[/y n g’zief.

Once, when we were in the army, we met at the inf;mt’zy training centen. Jwas so /Lappy to see you
aﬁe’z suc/1 a [ong time that we hadn 't been in touc/t. /4nc{ 9 could see that you were also Aappy to
see me. We talken[, and asked how everyjone was. We pa’zteo{, Lnowing that we wou[c{ see eac/l ot/te’z
on S)/laébat. e/ hat meeling (s actua[[y tlte last and strongest memoty that 9 ltave 0/[ you. It veturns
to me every Rosh Hashanah when 9 think of you stanc!ing st*zaig/zt, strong and sm[/ing.

Fou j[ouz years, J haven't wiitten a t/u'ng, ][owz years of pain and g’zief on your death. 9 am not anguy
with you. Jam angry with us. We weren't there /Q)’z you when you needed us.

Yonatan, I have had many ﬁienc[s whom 9 “lost” with time. Some taug/tt me Lionism, some
taug/Lt me to smile, some taug/zt me mocfesty, some taugllt me gooc{ heartedness and othets posttive
attubutes. . . You taug/lt me Lionism, how to smile, gooc[ heartedness and petseverance.

But your death taug/zt us an impotant lesson. It taugltt us to [[sten, to open ou*zse[ves, to undexstand
what is Aappen[ng in each othex’s envitonment, to féel the pain of a ﬁienc{. ﬂf he needs a /Lug, to
ltug him. o comp/iment him ﬁom time to time. W have to intewnalize this lesson at Jﬁcu[t times
such as t/tese, specyfica[/y toward the mos/tav, and gene’za[[y towam’ all Jews.

We can on[y pray that when we leave this p[ace, this lesson will have been learned, and we will app[y
(t. /4nc/ peop[e will say one to anot/m, “Be strong anc{ of gooc{ courage, fo’z we a‘e we[/ able to

overcome (t.

Way your memory be ﬁ)’z a Messing. ®
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The Deafening Silence\ Rafael Vasertile
Nir Galim Cemetary -Sep 2004

We stanc{ here at the g’zavesio{e, and the silence s/zouts out, louc{/y and éitte’zly. Il he c[eaj[ening
silence continues to weig/L /Leavi[y on out hearts. Vo words. Wot/u'ng said. On[y black letters
on t/te gravestone. Whitten in Yonatans é[ooc{, anc{ stampec[ c{eep n our éeating }lea’zts.

The letters of the name Yonatan Lock. As g[ VYonatan is p[eao{ing with those around him
“c,[)oo/c, look, ansllem /1a5 gen. ’ 7 /Le stone on tlte wa[[ sltouts. /4nd we starw{ ancl we [ook,
anc{ we say “7 /le cfotc{ /zas gwen anc{ t/ze Io’zc{ ltas taken away, é[essec{ be t/le name of t/ze
Lowd’.

v/ hese are Jags o][ me'cy and supp[ication, anc{ t/ze prayer veverbenates in the [)acég’zouncl:

“Way the request 0/[ out [[ps win I lty ﬁwo’z, most /Lig/z and exalted gd, who petcelves and
/wa’zs the sounc{ o][ the s/tofa’z. ﬂccept g’zacious/y our ’zecital 0/[ :ZiUVzonot. i

VYou, Yonatan, are pat of our memoties. _And as you ask, we too ask to be tuwe to _Mis
ways. The ways 0][ the most /u'g/l and exaulted gd, who perceives and heazs.

He unc[etstanc{s the sounds of t/w s/zo_/[at, the t%iga/z, the Sll ’va’zim, the t wah. Your c{eafening
t’k[ga/z that éegs fo’z all peop[e to listen and to unc{etstand, to see and to understand. These
ate the tuaits that built your way o][ lg[e, and these are the tuaits that we aze asked to ac{opt at
your g’zavesic{e.

We pray that éy [Jeing mote perceptive and receptive, the request 0/ our [ips will win _Mis favo’z,
and He will accept g’zacious/y our vecital of our Zikhronoth.

W’ay your soul be bound in the bond of the [iving. Rest, and rise to your fate at the end of
c{ays. c,['g[e and peace to your dea fami/y, to us, your }ziends, and to all of Jsuael fo’zeve’c.

©
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Ze’ev David, Nir Galim - 2006

/4[most seven years /Lave passec[ stnce youx a’eat/u, a schism widens in out lg[e,

without you.

You wete older than 9. Four classes ahead of me. You wete one of “the [ﬂg
kids”. So we didn't spenc[ much time togetllez. But fO’l me, a’espite youx /uaving
come ﬁom outside the moshav, ot may[)e because you came ﬁom outside, you
were a symlool o][ assettiveness and gqew[s/L p’zia[e. Czspecia[[y n [tg/&t of your calm
and quiet mannex, that qua[ity stood out in you. po[iteness, propuiety, love of
%tah, gd fea’zing, Lizit.

.Cﬂte t/u'ng that c[tlstinguisllec[ you ]4)’1 me was you talit katan, zizit.

WAcn I was sti[/ a clu'lcl, and didn't Aot/w’z to wear zizit, it seemed ocla{ to me
to see you in the middle of the hot summer, playing [)asketba[[, soaked with

petspiuation, but weating zizit. Vo question about it! On[y when I got older,

./0 [ea’mec{ to um{e’zstanc{, anc/ to aa/mi’te, aml tllen J) t’tiec[ to /ea’m anc{ to 0{0
it myseé{

But you /cnow, yonatan, Y cannot p[ay in zizit. It bothets me, B ﬁe[ that 9
am cleﬁling the zizit. Tl he fozct s, you are tig/tt. VYou never comp’tomisecl. You
have to, so you c[o, and that's it.

/4nzl so, yonatan, n youx moJest way, you c/oakecl you’zseb[ n comp[eteness.
/4nd we ( at [east ﬂ) weren ’t smait enoug/t to unclezstanc[ t/uzt.

_%me passes, yonatan. We twy, tuy /za’tcl. _/Qt’s not easy, éut we ltaven’t given
up.

/4/most seven years /wwe passec[. .S)uch a long time witltout you. ©
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A picture that Eli Quart sent of Yonatan
learning Gemara before a test
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A picture of Yonatan with high school friends
at the Kineret
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During a high-school trip
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Picture by Danny Seter given to Yonatan before
his induction into the army
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Army Pictures
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Yonatan and Yoni became
good friends. -Oct 1998
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Purim, at home from the army,
Yonatan reads the megilla while Bracha
and Zvi listen and make noise. -2 Mar 1999
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With friends at a get-together in Nir Galim
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Family and friends met in the
new building at Kiryat Shmona
Yeshiva to dedicate a section
of the new library in Yonatan’s
memory. -25 Sep 2005
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In addition, friends from Kiryat Shmona
Collected and donated books on Hasidut
to the library in Yonatan’s memory.
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The Nir Galim shul
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A plaque in Yonatan’s name was put up in the Nir Galim shul along with plaques
for all the Nir Galim solders who were killed during their army service
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Plaques for the Sefer Torah were donated to the shul in
Yonatan’s memory.
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Book of poems on each portion of the Torah by Danny Seter, a friend of Yonatan’s.
The book was dedicated to the memory of several people,
among them, Yonatan.
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Poem for Ekev, Yonatan’s Bar Mitzvah portion.
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Kitchen in Washington D.C. Synagogue

Barbara (Bobby) and Leonard Goodman, Yonatan’s aunt and uncle, renovated the kitchen
at OSTT Synagogue, their shul in Washington, D.C., in memory of Yonatan.

The following is an excerpt from Aunt Bobby’s
remarks made at the kitchen’s dedication on
7 Jan 2001:

It is my brother Yankle’s grandson whom we're
honoring today...

When we heard of Yonatan’s death we did what
everyone does when a loved one dies — we
wrote letters and we made contributions in
Yonatan’s memory. Last summer, we made a
personal belated shiva call to Denny and Gail
and their daughters, but we wanted to do
something more to remember this quiet, yet
vibrant young man who loved his life, was good
at athletics, was a deeply religious person and
who throughout his short life, brought joy to his
parents, sisters and extended family. Instead
of something that was static, Leonard and |
wanted to contribute something useful and
needed and we decided on the renovation of
the first floor kitchen of the shul.

We hope that the kitchen will be used for many
years and will be a place where the men who
daven each day will use it in good health and
those who use it at other times know that it was
given to the shul because of the love we had
for a dear boy who, as Leonard has mentioned
on the plaque, died much too soon. @
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Donation of Torah Pointer by a High School friend

Dear Lock jami[y, zdp’ti[ 28, 2003

J /tope that you had a nice Pesach. The weather here wasn’t excellent cluu'ng Mol Hamoed, but vain
is a[ways welcome. As a result, we ll have a Aeautﬁ[ and ﬂowezy spung that will last /onge’z than usual.
Als a[ways, Ivecommend wa’zm[y /u/ang in Isual, especia/[y in the GO[an, in this season. The ptoé[em
is Just to go. Ohnee you e on your way, it is much easier than it seemed when you weze sitting tn your

[iving voom. I am no [onge’z oﬁq'cial[y a student in the C/u'spin yes/u'va, so Jcan't be sure that 9 Il be
aé[e to join you. In any case, ,9 wi/[ be Aappy to ’Lecommencl p[aces y[ you axe intezestec{.

Before I left the yeshiva at the end of the winte, I was able to comect the inscription on the %Za/l
Y ; 4
potinter. Even tllougll it wasn t tevible when J slwwecl it to you, J wantecl them to st’zaigllten out the

inscuiption and now it looks nicen.

9 have enclosed pictures of the pointex. One pictuze is of the pointer by itseé( The second is of the pointer
/Langing on the Torah that we use at the “vatikin minyan ", You can see the dedication wuitten on the
cover o][ the Tovah: “For Me that avengetlt blood hath vemembeved them. . .~ That Forah was donated
(in memoty of my ﬁiend, Ya'ir Wevenza[, who was killed in a sltooting attack on his way home to Neve
:Zuf I shudder when 9 think what this pictute expresses ~Two young men, two ﬁienc[s of mine who axe

no /onge’t a[ive .

9 believe that the state of out secuuity miriors how the }ewis/t Nation looks toc[ay. The Jewislt Nation
is still pe’zsecutec[ [)_l/ the sunounc[ing counties, and t/wy still suﬁ[e’t casualties. But now it is a ﬁgltt/ gqewis/t
blood isn't worthless! We have an army, and we have ][ait/z. In the pictute, we see that a noncombatant
citizen as well as a soldie, to our great sottow, are gone, but we don't ﬁe[ humiliated. Ce’ttain[y, it would
be nicer if we had no need _][O’L an army, and then Yonatan would still be with us. But in the meantime,
this is what the One Above has detexmined, and we believe that the c[ay will come that the )ewislt Nation
will live secu’tely in its homeland.

C[ea’z[g, The One Above has been é&inging us Ju’zing the last 55 yeazs quicUy toward that goa[. That
we sanctg[y the memoty q][ those close to us indicates that we believe in Ga/ and his peop[e, the )ews, that

we llave t/te stamina to win, aml wit/t gc{ s /wlp, we wi[[ see it wit/t out own eles soon.

Jof I were an orator, 9 could go on and on about the syml:olism q/ the %wlz ( the citizen) and its pointer
( the soldiex ] in all of its ’Lamg[ication.s. But since I ve a[’zeacly said enoug/t ( and 9’ m not an orator! )
J Il [eave it to your own t/zoug/tts.

In the /lope that the coming Memonial :,bay and Jonc{epenalence f.Z)ay will be the Aeginning q][ a tuansttion

fO’l the )ewis/l Nation ‘ﬁom dorkness to [ig/tt, and fwm captity to ’zec[emption, this year, in the immediate
futu’te. ’

In ﬁienc[s/dp,

Yossi Orlean
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The Last Hug with My Son, Yonatan

By Gail Lock, his mother:

| remember the last hug with my son, Yonatan.

He had not been home from the army for three and a half weeks.

When he walked into my office at work, he brought in a room full of sunshine.

How happy | was to see him and hug him!

If only | had known that was the last day we would meet...

Because now, it's hard to remember how he looked on that day, as a 21 yr. old man.

How much easier it is to remember Yonatan:

As a sweet and little preemie

With a sweet and little nickname, “Tani”,

Whose skin was bright and shiny as a new leaf
And whose smile spread to everyone around him.

As a little boy, who carried on conversations among the little
Fisher Price people stuck on each finger,

And also as an older boy, who spent 2 hours carefully arranging
hundreds of dominos all over the living room,

Then called us all in to watch them fall in just 2 minutes!

How much easier it is to remember Yonatan:

As a small rascal, who taught his sisters to climb on anything possible: trees, railings, and even
doorposts, And also as a bigger rascal, who ran around a waterless pool with a friend,

Then arrived home with one front tooth in his hand and a big grin on his face!

As a patient, good-hearted 7-year old,

Who woke up in the middle of many nights to bring a crying baby to me,

And also as a patient, good-hearted teenager,

Who agreed, or even offered, time and time again,

To take his younger sisters to the zoo, the shoe store, or even to the beauty parlor.

How much easier it is to remember Yonatan:

As a 13-year old Bar Mitzva boy, who practiced and practiced to read the Torah without losing his
voice, And also as a 13-year old Bar Mitzva boy, who decided it was time to be called “Yonatan”
instead of “Tani.”

But, as an adult, it is very hard to remember...
After all, he was an adult for such a short time.

So, | will continue to remember how happy | was to see him and hug him on that last day.
And we will all continue to miss him and remember how much his life changed us,
But also, how grateful we are for the 21 years that he was with us. ®
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